
Notice of Modbury Parish Council Maintenance Committee Meeting 

Tuesday 29th October 2024 5.00pm in The Parish Office 

 

MINUTES 

 

PRESENT: Cllrs Phil Smith (PS)(Chair), Bill Cole (BC), Barbara Price (BP) and Sarah 
Wyatt (SW).  James Friend (JF)(MS contracting) was also present 

 
2024 19M There were no apologies for absence  

 

2024 20M There were no declarations of interests 
 
2024 21M The minutes of the last meeting were approved 
Matters arising: 

 Replacement tree in the MHPA – PS to tell SW the type of tree, MODWAG to source 
and plant. 

 Concrete plinth on the verge to the west of Church Lane – BC to chase up the 
volunteer who has agreed to remove this  

 Flooding at Brownston – BC to speak to Brownston residents 

 Drainage holes on the road to Seven Stones Cross – following the hedge trim this will 
be undertaken 

 Runaway Lane hedges – the landowner has been contacted. PS to follow up. 

 Post Office Noticeboard – Agreed to remove the noticeboard and use the new 
noticeboard at the car park entrance for council business.  
- SW to inform Post Office.  
- PS and James Friend to remove the board 

 
It was agreed to take agenda item 2024 23M next whilst JF was in attendance  
 
2024 23M Play Areas  
The condemned equipment was reviewed and it was agreed to replace the equipment. 
Wood versus recycled plastic or metal equipment discussed. It was noted that many of the 
companies offer 25 years warranty and a slip-resistant product, that timber products are 
prone to moss and other growth which is slippery, especially when wet, and modern 
treatments are less effective, especially at their base and that metal can be unforgiving 
should a small child have an accident. 
1. Proposed by BC, seconded by PS and agreed by all that MPC use recycled 
plastic for the replacement equipment. 
The following action was agreed: 
 – to tender for the removal of the existing equipment and the design and installation of new 
equipment and appropriate surfacing.  
 - The submissions will go out for consultation with young people and their families using 
the existing Facebook group for MHPA. 
 -Spec to include a product with up to 25 years warranty that complies with all safety 
standards and includes assurance of continued aftersales service. 
2. PS to review the marketplace and create a shortlist to receive the tender 
specification  
 



3. It was agreed that due to the nature of the procurement and the cost of the 
product being under the regulations threshold the suppliers will be contacted direct 
and not on ContractFinder and the successful applicant will be announced on 
ContractFinder. 
4. Clerk to place a notice in the Messenger and on social media updating 
residents  
 
2024 22M Highways  
1. The road ploughing quotation was reviewed:  
3 Areas as stated - 2-3 days @ £90per hour (plus sweeper hire @ £48ph)   Or   2-3 days 
@£111 per hour with tractor sweeper 
Clerk confirmed that 4 quotations had been requested. One had not replied, one no longer 
undertakes road ploughing and one presented logistical difficulties due to the physical 
location of the business. 
Proposed by BP, seconded by BC to choose option 2 subject to available finance. 
The clerk has applied to DCC Highways for a 25% grant towards the costs. 
2. Road Warden work update – grit bins are ready for the winter, Pot-holing work is 

progressing.  
3. Drain  / buddle hole clearing update  - various bits of work in progress. The quote for 

work on the buddle hole at Swanbridge Mill (quote £195 + VAT) was considered good 
value.  

Proposed by BC, seconded by BP and all agreed to progress with this work 
4. P3 Update – maintenance has been done on various paths. Work is outstanding on the 

steps on footpath 2 due to an underlying electrical cable. MS contracting is assessing 
suitable solutions 

5. Street lighting – DCC have agreed to provide a quotation for the installation of additional 
lighting on the approach to The Recreation Field. (MPC would have to fund themselves). 
When they have this they have proposed a site meeting to discuss this project and other 
work they have identified is needed to update some of Modbury’s street lights.  

 
2024 25M Emergency Plan 
SW reported that first aider and first responder training is needed.  
SW to ask at The next Modbury Traders’ meeting if someone would sponsor this 
training 
 
SW left the meeting at 6.42pm 
 
2024 24M Grass cutting update 
The last cut of this season has been done and the next cut in this financial year is 
scheduled in March 25. 
Clerk to arrange a date with Arborcure to review the year 
 
2024 26M General Maintenance Work  
1. It was agreed that the clerk would write to MS Contracting to obtain outstanding 

invoices and arrange the annual review meeting. 
2. Maintenance work is on schedule.  
 
2024 27M Date for the next meeting Tuesday 28th January 5pm in the Parish Office 
 
Meeting closed 19:00 


