 Modbury Parish Council

   Meeting with Devon County Councillor Louise Wainwright

Parish Office, 23 October 2025, 1000 hrs

  NOTES

	Present:

	MPC: Barbara Price (BP), Phil Smith (PS) plus Bleddyn Griffiths (BG) as an observer from 1030.
DCC: Councillor Louise Wainwright (LW), Adam Keay (AK)
	

	
	
	

	Reference
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1.0
	Introductions
	

	
	
	

	1.1
	BP thanked LW and AK for meeting with MPC and LW thanked MPC for the thorough statement of service priorities approved by Council and submitted to LW by the Parish Clerk.
	

	
	
	

	2.0
	Initial comments – local government reorganisation
	

	
	
	

	2.1
	LW started the discussion with reference to LGR, DCC having just published their proposal for a Unitary Devon (the 9 plus 1 option). BP and PS contrasted this with the Plymouth proposal (the 5, 4, 1 option) which would have seen Modbury being administered by an enlarged Torbay unitary with a western boundary abutting an enlarged Plymouth unitary.
	

	
	
	

	2.2
	Either way, it seems that some sort of area-based devolved administration would result and DCC are proposing that parishes participate through the mechanism of Neighbourhood Area Committees.
	

	
	
	

	2.3
	BP and PS welcomed the strengthening of local service delivery but expressed some concerns about how representative such structures could be given the sheer number of town and parish councils and the disparity in their sizes and precepts. PS expressed some doubt that unpaid town and parish councillors could easily work together with paid unitary representatives, especially since they would have to expand their representation by working on behalf of other parishes.
	

	
	
	

	2.4
	Nevertheless, BP and PS welcomed the opportunies provided by LGR for asset transfers from the current district councils to towns and parishes. In Modbury’s case, we would welcome the transfer of SHDC land holdings (generally already subject to leases with MPC), the public toilets and, crucially, the Poundwell car park. The latter would provide an income stream which could be used to significantly improve local services for local residents and traders.
	

	
	
	

	2.5
	It was agreed that BP would attend the meeting to discuss the LGR plans organised by DCC for the Salcombe division on Saturday 29 November 2025 in Salcombe.
	

BP

	
	
	

	3.0
	MPC Agreements with DCC
	

	
	
	

	3.1
	PS described the current arrangements and issues in respect of the two major service agreements between DCC and MPC.
	

	
	
	

	3.2
	The Road Warden Agreement dates from May 2017. Since then, MPC have undertaken the following works on behalf of DCC – pothole repairs on non-A roads, clearing around road gulleys and buddle holes, pavement repairs, grass cutting to highways verges and clearance of road signs. The current Road Warden is Councillor Bill Cole who has had Chapter 8 training and leads a small team of volunteers. They are supplemented by contractors for grass cutting and minor works repairs.
	

	
	
	

	3.3
	The Public Paths Partnership (P3) Agreement dates from March 1995. MPC undertakes an annual survey of the network, implements programmes of maintenance and improvement, undertakes repairs to infrastructure and liaises with local landowners. Hitherto we have struggled to maintain the level of engagement previously given by the former P3 Coordinator but PS has recently recruited a new team of volunteers and will be undertaking the role of P3 Coordinator himself.
	

	
	
	

	3.4
	PS advised that he and Councillor Cole have also taken on the roles of Flood and Snow Wardens respectively and BP is currently leading a review of the Council’s Emergency Plan
	



	
	
	

	3.5
	PS advised that the main problems with maintaining our support for the two agreements were lack of volunteers, lack of financial support by DCC and poor communications between county and parish. LW suggested that other local councils have experimented with incentives for volunteers – such as a periodic lottery. BP/PS to consider.
	



BP/PS

	
	
	

	4.0
	Highways drainage and flooding
	

	
	
	

	4.1
	MPC’s number one priority is the prevention of flooding. This has become more likely as a result of climate change (which neither organisation can do much about), the lack of gulley and buddle hole clearing, the low frequency of street sweeping and weed clearance (SHDC responsibility) and lack of road ploughing to remove debris from the centre and edges of minor roads. There was discussion about the frequency and specification of gulley clearance works and it was noted that if MPC knows when the contractor is due to attend we can assist with removing parked cars to provide access. AK agreed to investigate and advise what the arrangements are and how MPC can help.
	








AK

	
	
	

	5.0
	Road safety
	

	
	
	

	5.1
	Our second priority is road safety. PS and BP acknowledged that DCC is unable to fund any major road layout solutions at the two key safety locations – outside the school and at the access to the QE2 Playing Fields. We are therefore requesting that our application for 20mph zones in Barracks Rd from Palm Cross to Chatwell Lane and in Dark Lane be taken forward as a priority scheme. LW to investigate and advise whether this is possible.
	





LW

	
	
	

	5.2
	MPC have been struggling to get a response from the Street Lighting team to discuss providing new columns and lights from the Barracks Rd/Dark Lane junction to the entrance to the QE2 Playing Fields. It is understood that we would have to pay for the upgrade but we do need to start the planning process. There is also the outstanding matter of the temporary street light repair in Broad St which is now some three years old. LW to request a response from the street lighting team as a priority.
	





LW

	
	
	

	5.3
	AK is not of the opinion that MPC’s concern over safety at the Church St pedestrian crossing justifies the considerable cost involved in moving it and the two bus stops. The accident statistics do not show a positive cost-benefit result. It was agreed, however, that we need to get a feasibility undertaken and AK agreed to discuss internally and propose a way forward.
	




AK

	
	
	

	5.4
	MPC remains concerned at the illegal parking outside the Coop in Broad St/New Rd and has previously been advised that video evidence is inadmissible in court so our attempts to solve the problem have foundered. AK advised there is nothing more that could be done by his team so MPC are advised to keep reporting it, if necessary on a daily basis, to get more attendance from the Traffic Enforcement team.
	




MPC

	
	
	

	6.0
	Improving the street scene in Modbury
	

	
	
	

	6.1
	PS explained that as well as the non-standard temporary lighting column in Broad St (see 5.2 above), we have other issues with the Street Lighting Team who refuse to let us redecorate all the street lighting columns. They have not been painted for many years and now need attention. If they will not let MPC do the work then they should do it themselves. LW to also raise with Street Lighting.
	




LW

	
	
	

	7.0
	Improving carriageway conditions
	

	
	
	

	7.1
	PS expressed concern that away from the A and B roads, carriageway conditions were getting worse and the degradation was accelerating. The most important route for attention is Bastards Park Corner to Trehele Cross. This is an important cross-country route and part of it is a national cycleway. It is not the only place, however, where our potholing efforts can no longer stem the deterioration. Although we understand the funding problem for DCC, we would ask for AK to review this route for priority attention.
	






AK

	
	
	

	7.2
	PS also asked for DCC to reconsider its response for a degree of match funding to let us organise the ploughing out of some of our worst affected minor roads where flooding is occurring and low-clearance vehicles are being damaged. We have already indicated we are prepared to fund 75% of the cost so it would only have minimal impact of DCC. AK to consider.
	



AK

	
	
	

	8.0
	Improving coordination of future SWW road closures
	

	
	
	

	8.1
	PS/BP expressed concern over the lack of prior warning on a recent SWW road restriction in Church St. With the major surface water drainage works due to start in the new calendar year it is vitally important that MPC, DCC and SWW work together on this. Also, given that diversions are likely to be necessary, we urge DCC to ensure that SWW makes good any damage to the roads used for the diversions. This is particularly relevant since Church Lane remains in unsatisfactory condition since the last set of closures in 2024. AK to consider and advise the action proposed.
	






AK

	
	
	

	9.0
	Improving PROW communications and liaison
	

	
	
	

	9.1
	PS and BG confirmed that MPC has still not received its P3 grant for the current year and all attempts to open up lines of communication have failed. We are aware that our former footpath warden is on long term leave of absence but no one has yet thought to advise MPC who is his replacement. LW to pursue this with management and advise MPC of the outcome.
	




LW

	
	
	

	10.0
	Concluding remarks
	

	
	
	

	10.1
	BP closed the meeting by thanking AK and LW for coming and discussing our priorities. She stressed that we understood the challenges faced by DCC but that it was not acceptable to hide behind website portals – we need to have officers who we can talk to and discuss concerns with. In this respect we are particularly grateful to AK who meets regularly with our Clerk.
	

	
	
	

	10.2
	It was agreed that PS would put some meeting notes together for all to comment on before they are reported to Council on 4 November 2025.
	
PS

	
	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 1245 hrs
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