Parish Council Sustainability Working Group
Terms of Reference
1. Purpose
The Parish Council Sustainability Working Group (Sustainability WG) is established to support the Parish Council in promoting and implementing sustainable initiatives within the parish. The group will work to enhance environmental responsibility, reduce carbon footprint, and encourage sustainable practices for the benefit of the community.
2. Objectives
The Sustainability WG will:
· Identify and recommend sustainability initiatives for the parish.
· Be aware of existing sustainability projects within the community, oversee and coordinate as appropriate 
· Promote awareness and engagement with environmental issues among residents and businesses.
· Support the Parish Council in achieving local, regional, and national sustainability targets.
· Explore funding and partnership opportunities for sustainability projects.
· Monitor and report progress on sustainability initiatives to the Parish Council.

· 3. Membership
· The working group shall consist of at least three members, including at least two Parish Councillor.
· Membership is open to residents, local business representatives, and other stakeholders with an interest in sustainability.
· A Chair will be appointed by the group to lead meetings and coordinate activities.
4. Meetings
· The Working Group will meet at least quarterly, with additional meetings scheduled as necessary.
· Meetings will be conducted informally but with clear agendas and recorded minutes.
· Decisions and recommendations will be made by consensus where possible or by majority vote if required.
5. Roles & Responsibilities
· Chair: Leads meetings, coordinates activities, and reports to the Parish Council.
· Secretary (if appointed): Maintains records, circulates minutes, and ensures communication within the group.
· Members: Contribute ideas, participate in initiatives, and assist in implementing projects.
· A named person will be responsible for communications via social media and Parish Council website
6. Scope of Work
The group will focus on, but is not limited to:
· Energy efficiency and renewable energy projects.
· Waste reduction, recycling, and circular economy initiatives.
· Biodiversity enhancement and conservation projects..
· Community engagement, education, and advocacy on sustainability issues.
7. Reporting & Accountability
· The Working Group will report to the Parish Council at least quarterly, providing updates on activities, progress, and recommendations.
· Recommendations requiring formal Council decisions will be presented at Parish Council meetings.
8. Resources & Budget
· The Working Group does not have decision-making authority over finances but may recommend expenditure to the Parish Council.
· Where funding is required, the group will identify potential grants and external funding sources.
9. Review & Amendment
· These Terms of Reference shall be reviewed annually and amended as necessary with the approval of the Parish Council.

Approved by the Parish Council on: [Date]
Next Review Date: [Date]

